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Project Description and Goals May 2010
Project Summary

The San Francisco Bay Subtidal Habitat Goals Project (Subtidal Habitat Goals Project) is a collaborative interagency effort between the San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission (BCDC), California Ocean Protection Council (OPC)/California State Coastal Conservancy (SCC), National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the San Francisco Estuary Partnership (SFEP) that will establish a comprehensive and long-term management vision for protection, restoration, and appropriate use of the subtidal system of San Francisco Bay.  The Subtidal Goals Project is an outgrowth of both the need for greater information to make sound management decisions, and the desire of diverse stakeholders to know where it is appropriate to locate potential projects, as well as to identify restoration opportunities. 
Problem Statement

San Francisco Bay is a dynamic urban estuarine environment that provides important habitat for fish, other aquatic organisms, and wildlife, and is a valuable economic and aesthetic resource. There are numerous pressures facing the subtidal habitats of San Francisco Bay. Human uses such as fishing, marinas, shipping and ports, dredging, sand mining, transportation projects, recreational use, and industrial uses have direct impacts on the subtidal habitat of the Bay. Subtidal habitats are also threatened by non-native species and other systemic alterations such as bathymetric changes, water control in the delta and both point and non-point source pollution. Despite the considerable research conducted in San Francisco Bay, many gaps in knowledge remain concerning the different components of subtidal habitats and their utilization by aquatic species. There is also a lack of information regarding the natural changes the Bay has undergone and continues to undergo.  A coordinated, comprehensive, focused effort that identifies research needs as well as goals for protecting and enhancing the subtidal ecosystem is needed in order to improve management of the Bay’s resources. 
Subtidal Habitat Goals Project Vision Statement
The overarching vision of the project is to achieve, over the next 50 years, a net improvement of the San Francisco Bay's subtidal ecosystem through restoration, science, and management. To achieve this improvement, the Subtidal Habitat Goals Project proposes: 

· Increasing the quantity of desired currently limited habitats; 

· Increasing native species richness and abundance; 

· Increasing our understanding of the physical and biological processes that affect subtidal habitats and species. 

Subtidal Habitat Goals Development Process – Habitat Approach

The goals development process is based on knowledge of subtidal habitats to date, the precautionary principle, and a strong emphasis on research goals when there are data gaps.  The goals are based on conceptual models that identify functions and the impact of stressors to subtidal habitats, as well as multiple consultant reports with recommendations for specific habitats.  
Six Habitat Types are being considered for this project:

· Soft substrate (including Mud/Shell mix and Sand)
· Rock Habitats

· Artificial Substrates
· Shellfish Beds 

· Macroalgal beds
· Submerged Aquatic Vegetation 
Intertidal mudflats, sand beaches, and rocky areas are also included in the plan.
Products

The primary product of the Subtidal Habitat Goals Project will be a document that provides recommendations and goals for research, restoration and management to improve the quality, quantity and species associated with subtidal habitats in San Francisco Bay. Resource managers will be able to use this document to make informed decisions and researchers and restoration practitioners will be able to prioritize activities and pursue funding for subtidal projects. 
Anticipated and completed products from the project include:

1. The Subtidal Habitat Goals report – anticipated November 2010. A report outlining recommendations and goals for research, restoration and management to improve subtidal habitats in San Francisco Bay. 
2. Website-accessible information regarding subtidal habitats in San Francisco Bay, including GIS maps. The San Francisco Bay Subtidal Habitat Goals website is expected to be available to the public by November 2010.  
For More Information Contact:

Marilyn Latta, Project Manager 
San Francisco Bay Subtidal Habitat Goals Project

State Coastal Conservancy 
mlatta@scc.ca.gov, 510.286.4157








































